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Pregnancy - migrants in Europe 

Pre-existing health issues / infections 

Social economic situation 

Isolation 

 

Access to Care? 



Retrospective  database study - Ter Apel 

Jan 2012- Dec 2016, first and second line 

NewLife midwives and Refaja hospital, Stadskanaal 

Asylumseekers (N=345), Local population (N=2342) 

45% from Syrie and Erithrea 

* Perinatal mortality  12/345 (3.5%) vs 15/2342 (0.6%) 

* SGA    41/345 (14% ) vs 172/2342 (8%) 

Pregnancy – Migrants in NL? 

Verschuuren & Stekelenburg, 2017 
submitted 



Recognition 



Referral Recognition 



Responsiveness Referral Recognition 

Thaddeus & Maine, Too far to walk: maternal mortality in context 1994 

delay   
(1) decision to seek care; (2) arrival at health facility; and (3) provision of adequate care 

knowledge, 
communication, 
literacy 

contact, 
transport 
 

translation, 
quality care 





No semantic discussions, no political background, no conflict of interest 
The voice from the field: 
How many midwives? Doctors? Kraamverzorgenden? Policy makers? 



Special guests…. 



 
  

Break out group title Facilitator 

1.   
Different health seeking behaviors and health knowledge, including 
language barrier and translation? 

Ineke Postma, UMCG 
  

2.   
Cultural differences and intercultural skills of the care providers Mahdi Abdelwahab & 

Barend Gerretsen, KIT 

3.    
Undocumented migrants Marthe Zeldenrust, Dokters 

van de Wereld 

4.     
COA and care inside the AZCs Chantal Baks, COA 

Gre van Gelderen 
5.     Research and availability of data Liselotte Raben, Radboud 

6.    
Networking and sharing experience of different concerned parties in 
the Netherlands 

Eveline Melman, Safe 
Motherhood & IRH WP 

7.    Quality care for the patients throughout the continuum of care Geert Tom Heikens 

8.    
  

Sexual and reproductive health & prevention of unintended 
pregnancies 

Simone Goosen & 
Ineke van de Vlugt, Rutgers 

  
  

accreditation 



Utrecht, 6 December 2018 
 
To policy makers: 
 
Letter of recommendation 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Voices from the field 


